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Weekly docetaxel in patients with platinum-refractory metastatic
or recurrent squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck
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Abstract

Background  The objective of the stady was 1o invesligate
the efficacy and solerability of weskly docetaed in patients
with platinusn-rel Taciory fecurment of el spuamng
well carvinoma of the Bead il neck (SOCHN

Methods Patients fulfilling the following crileria were
enralled: hisologically confirmed SOUHN. documented
progresaive diseiase (P ol platinuinr-based st
Easiern Cooperative Oneology Group (EOOG) 22 mea-
surnhle disease; nod candsdates for local therapy. Docelaxel
135 igim) was adisinissered far 3 wesks, every 4 weeks
Fur a matimien of 6 cycles

Resules A total of 23 patienis were ireated. All parients
were Sesessshle for woxicity and response. The overall
v vl Wi 1305 (5230 and disease comleol e was
34,75 (I3 Median progression-free and overall survival
POI8) was 9 (% 85% Ol 76— 104 weeks) and 29 weeks (959
CIL L4710 weeks), respetively, Mest comeon hemato-
legical nxicities were grode 1-2 anemia (623, 26, 1% and
nonbsmatalogical ftoxicites wers mikd and hi

Canplurrow  Weekly dogetans] repimen lad posd clinssal
activity with am acceptable wozicity in patsents with plai-
nume-relfractory SCCHN.
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Imtroduction

Squamons cell careinomns of the head and peck (SOCHN) s
e s th- st comemian cancer in e wooeld [1]. The magar-
iry of patienis with SOCHN present with bocally advanced
diszase that repuires 4 combanstion of chemothersgy, radio-
ey, o surgery [ 3] Concurrent adbmingsieation of
cisplatin with radi is cons as the acal
stamadard therapeutic modalsty for such patients [4-6]) asd is
alga the siamdand whiivant therapy for agh-rek poslopens-
ve patients [7-9]. Resalls with this modahity. however,

Ity have been d ing. with & care raie of

There wag i reamenr-relisd death,
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3%, In addition, appromimarely 1095 of patients have dis-
rant melastases a0 e lime of imitial prosentation and up e
0% as a site of relapse [ 10]

Recurment or metasintic SCCHM (RAM-SCCHN ) s pener-
ally incurable and i8 associated wirth poor survival [11, 121
Platimum-bazed pafliative chemotherapy consigang of either
cisplatin ar carboplatin is the ussal firsi-ling weaiment for
these patienis, fecilimg s vedian survival of & wanths aind
|-y survival rabe of 205, Unforunalely, however. paticnls
with advanced SOCHN kave limived aliemative thempeutic
ot anee ihey progress o placinam -hased reament, and
e ane rare dapy iy 3% aeed wanldly of bricl
uration [13]. Theas, there is clearly an unmel themapeuie
need of netive agents for the erest il this pos prognisi
[t popilation Wit me ssamdnd remment appeocty,
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